
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed.” —Matthew 13:31-32 

Mustard Seed 

The 

December 2014 

Hands of Joy Sign Language 
Choir 
Join us on Sunday, Dec. 21 at 3:00 p.m. 
for our Christmas concert                    
"We Have A Savior" in beautiful sound 
and American Sign Language.                      

Come share the sights and sounds of Christmas with 
your family and friends. 

Christmas Eve Worship 
 

5:30 p.m. “The Paper Bag “ Children’s Program 
 

7:00 p.m. Contemporary Service 
                 with Praise Band 
      Communion and Candle Lighting 
      held in Activity Center 
 

9:00 p.m. An Old Fashion Christmas 
      with Christmas Carolers  
      Communion and Candle Lighting 
 

11:00 p.m. Traditional Service 
       with Sanctuary Choir 
       Communion and Candle Lighting 
 

Childcare for all service is provided in the church 
nursery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Cantata 
“O Holy Child of 
Bethlehem”, a cantata 
presented by The 
Sanctuary Choir on 
Sunday, December 14 
at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Worship Center. Invite a 
friend or neighbor to 
join you for a beautiful 
message of peace 
shared through 
scripture, visuals and music. 
Childcare will be provided in the church nursery. 
 
UMOM Christmas Gift Cards 
Do you have someone on your Christmas list that 
does not "need" another gift?  The UMOM Christmas 
gift card is perfect for a boss, co-worker, doctor, 
elderly person or anyone who would be pleased that 
you donated a gift, in their honor, to the homeless. 
You receive a Christmas card, a blank mailing 
envelope and an insert describing the gift. 
The gift donations are- 
$15 for a night of shelter for an individual 
$50 for one day of shelter, food & childcare  
$100 for a week of shelter for an individual 
$360 for a month of shelter for an individual 
The Mission Committee will be selling the cards on 
the patio each Sunday in December. 
Contact Ginny Smythe at 480-892-8083 for more 
information. 
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Michael’s Musings 
I am sure all of the turkey leftovers have been 

devoured. All the fuss about Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday has settled down. There are two radio 
stations in the Valley are playing Christmas holiday 
songs 24 hours each day until Christmas. The stores 
have all the decorations out to ensure that people 
get into the “holiday spirit.” The one thing I have not 
seen yet are the Christmas tree peddlers – at least 
not in my neighborhood. However, it won’t be long 
before the trees are out. 

Yes, I believe we like to get ready for a variety 
of things. We get ready for big events in life such as 
pregnancies, graduations, etc. Christmastime is 
probably the biggest thing in which to prepare. We 
want to make sure that our homes are set to exude 
the holiday spirit. We determine the food we will 
prepare. We will think about who is traveling 
whether we go somewhere or family and friend visit 
us. Indeed, it can be a very busy time. 

Advent is the season that comes before 
Christmas. Advent is the Anglicized Latin word 
adventus, which means coming. The word adventus 
comes from the Greek word, parousia, which in New 
Testament means the Second Coming of Christ. 
We can think of Advent as getting ready to 
remember the birth of Jesus. Of course we get ready 
for birthday parties. However, the season of Advent 
also anticipates that Jesus is coming again in a 
couple of ways. First, we share in an ancient longing, 
along with the Jewish people, that God’s Anointed 
One (Messiah) is on the way. Second, we should be 
alert for the Second Coming of Jesus. 

My favorite bumper sticker about the return of 
Jesus is, “Jesus is coming, look busy.” Advent is not a 
time to sit back and relax. Our time for Advent is a 
time for us to come clean about ourselves in our 
relationship with God. Prayer and study are good 
things in which to engage as well as acts of charity. 
We discover that God’s love is big enough to cover 
our sins. God’s love is big enough to share with us a 
Son named Jesus. We have a generous God who 
shares everything with us. 

I hope this season of Advent provides a time for 
you to examine your relationship with God, and to 
get ready to receive Jesus again. May the Holy Spirit 
fill us all with a spirit of anticipation of God’s grace 
working in our lives. 

Have a blessed season of Advent and a Merry 
Christmas! 

 
Pastor Michael 

Lay Leaders Notes   
“Behold, I bring you tidings 
of great joy!” The angel 
brought the Christmas 
messages to shepherds in 
the fields around the city 
of Bethlehem. We of the 
St. Matthew family are 
also shepherds given the 
great news as our church is located on what had 
been the Dobson sheep ranch. Luke’s gospel tells us 
that the angels came first to the shepherds, who 
symbolized so much in the life of God’s people, as 
shown in the beauty of the Twenty-Third Psalm. 
Jesus also uses the image of the shepherd as he told 
the parable of seeking for the one lost lamb, out of 
the one hundred in the flock, just as God will search 
for all his children. On Christmas night the shepherds 
are the first to go to find and worship the Baby and 
then share their experience with everyone they 
meet. May you and your loved ones experience the 
joy and hope of Christmas and share the good news 
that God’s love is always there, waiting in the 
manger. 
 
Blessings from 
Betsy Hertzler 
Barb Hedges 
St. Matthew UMC co-lay leaders. 
 
Christmas at Juvenile Corrections 
The "Christmas at Juvenile Corrections" table will be 
set up on the far west side of the patio area on 
December 7, 14, and 21 to distribute the wish list for 
the youths' Christmas gifts and to collect items from 
those lists that you are able to donate. These gifts 
are a great blessing to the youth, helping them 
understand that those of us on the "outside" have 
not forgotten them. 
You may also donate extra unused 
Christmas cards (without envelopes, 
please), which we will distribute to 
the kids on Christmas morning with 
their gift bags. They love receiving 
"mail"! Merely sign the cards with 
your first name(s) only. 
We need your items by Sunday morning, December 
21. They will be taken to Adobe Mountain School 
that afternoon. Contact Patty Ek at 602-717-2537 
with any questions. 
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December Sermon Plan 
 
December 7-Second Sunday of Advent 
Sermon Series “God’s Christmas Wish for Us” 
“Looking at Needed Changes in Your Life”  
Mark 1:1-8  
We are introduced to the beginning of God’s work 
through Jesus with John the Baptist. It is John who  
calls on us to make the needed changes in our life to 
be receptive to Jesus.  
 
December 14-Third Sunday of Advent 
“O Holy Child of Bethlehem” a cantata presented by 
The Sanctuary Choir. Invite a friend or neighbor to 
join you for a beautiful message of peace shared 
through scripture, visuals, and music.  
 
December 21-Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Sermon Series “God’s Christmas Wish for Us” 
“Opening Ourselves to God”  
Luke 1:26-38  
Mary is open to the request of serving God and  
models this attitude for us. 
 
December 24-Christmas Eve 
“God Gives Us a Light for Our Lives”  
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Living in darkness can be a real bummer. Thankfully 
we have a gracious God who lights the way out of 
our darkness. 
 
December 28-First Sunday after Christmas 
“Check, Please!” 
Mark 1:14-15 
Rev. James Ek will bring the message.  
 
Thank YOU to Volunteers 
Thank you talented and hard workers for doing the 
decorations of the sanctuary and the Activity Center. 
God Bless you all!!  
Here is a list of those who came to help.  
Lindy Skalka, Jane Dunning, Dennis Dunning,  
Luke Snell, Billie Snell, Bill Cox, Suzanne Douglas, 
Wayne Douglas, Bob Allen, June Hansen,  
Darrell Fountain, Betsy Hertzler, Ruth Dales,  
Gratia Mah, Pamela Beihl, Greg Beihl, Pastor 
Michael Eaton, Alane Eaton, Dennis Anderson,  
Sherry Twitchell, Cheryl Phillips, Pastor Jim Ek,  
Patty Ek, Dusty LaNoue and Duane Kiddoo.  
 

Dear Desert Southwest Conference, 
Let me first express the hope that you and yours had 
a beautiful Thanksgiving celebration, however it is 
celebrated in your life!  
I didn't think I would be writing to you today about 
Cyber Monday, but since Thanksgiving Day morning 
we have been bombarded by advertising to take 
advantage of Black Friday sales (which actually 
started on Thursday afternoon). Small Business 
Saturday, Spill over Sunday (when all the deals from 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday are still available.) 
And today is Cyber Monday when you get the best 
possible online deals ever! I heard on the television 
news this morning of some online businesses 
expectations of millions and millions of products sold 
today. It makes my head swim to think people were 
waiting to pounce on this. 
Saturday I ordered a household item from one of the 
major online sellers but when I discovered that today 
was the best day all year to buy, I went online to see 
if I could get the same item at a better price. To my 
amazement, the item was 20% more expensive 
today than it was Saturday. I guess that is Cyber 
Monday for you! 
What it does bring to mind is how we get caught up 
in the moment with all the hype of this or that. It is 
like wars and rumors of wars. We can’t wait to get in 
on the deals or the event or be there to see what 
happens. Do we really pay attention to what we 
need and buy it at a time of need or do we get 
persuaded to purchase things we don’t want or need 
just because the price is supposed to be so good? 
There is a joke in our house about mattress sales. 
Every time we see a sign someone in the car will say, 
“Wow, there’s a mattress sale today!” What day isn’t 
there a mattress sale? 
Here is your invitation to step off the merry go round 
of consumerism for this holiday season. I don’t mean 
you shouldn’t give and receive Christmas gifts, but 
maybe we can find ways to give gifts that honor 
people and who they are and not just find something 
on sale that will take care of that person on your list. 
Join with me in putting true meaning back into all of 
your Christmas celebrations. We have a wonderful 
opportunity to help the world around us understand 
that “Jesus is the Reason for the Season.” 
May you and your family be most blessed as we move 
into these important days! 
 
God bless,  
Rev. Bob Burns       
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United Methodist Women 
Cuppa Natter will meet on Tuesday, December 9 
at 7:00 p.m. in Bonnie Kuhlemeyer’s house. 562 S. 
Portland in Mesa. Please call Bonnie for directions 
and details at 480-981-3100.                                
Morning Glories will meet Tuesday, December 9 at 
9:00 a.m. at Dobson’s Restaurant in Mesa for our 
ladies Christmas breakfast and fellowship.  Please 
contact Susan Mann Patterson at 480-684-0275 or 
Karen Anderson at 480-892-2082 for more details.   

Bible Studies                        
Disciples Adult Sunday 
meet at 10:30 a.m. in 
room D23-24. We are 
studying a Biblical 
personality and discussing 
what we in the 21 Century 
can learn from their lives. 
All are welcome to attend. 
Adult Sunday Searchers meet at 10:30 a.m. in 
room B11. We are studying the book “Revival” by 
Adam Hamilton. All are welcome to attend. 
Ladies meet Thursdays at 6:00 a.m. in D23/24.      
All ladies welcome to attend. 
Men meet at 6:30 a.m. Thursday at Coco’s 
restaurant, Baseline Rd. and Dobson Rd. in Mesa.  
All men of St. Matthew are invited to join us for 
fellowship, prayer and breakfast.        
Pastor’s Bible Study meet Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. 
in D23/24. All are welcome to join this group. Bring 
your friends and neighbors for fellowship and study. 
Youth Bible Study meet Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 
in room D23-24. All youth welcome to join. 
 

Sunshine Choir 
will Start in 
January 
Calling all 2nd 
through 5th graders 
who love to sing. 
Sunshine Choir 
practice is on 
Thursdays from                     
6:00 until 6:45 p.m. 
in room C1 starting 
January 8. If you 
have any questions 

please contact Katie Swahn at 480-320-8242 or 
email her at anna1887k@hotmail.com. 

Merry Christmas to All 
Wishing you and your family 
A gift of Faith 
The blessings of Hope 
And the peace of His love 
Not just on Christmas 
But throughout the year 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
From the Office Staff, 
Betty, Colleen and Evelynne. 
 
New Youth Director 
Our new Youth Director and his wife were 
introduced to the congregation on Sunday, 
November 30. Mark and Melanie Culbertson are the 
new team leading our youth. Mark is a principal at 
Desert Willow Elementary School in Cave Creek, 
while Melanie works from home for her father’s 
business. They have 2 children, Natalia and Noah. 
Mark and Melanie are coming to us from Via de 
Cristo where they were the Directors of Family 
Ministries. While they love working with children, 
they feel called to work with youth. They are looking 
forward to getting to know our youth and planning 
great activities for them to participate in. 

SPRC is hosting a lunch with the 
youth, parents and anyone 
interested in becoming involved 
with our Youth Program on 
Sunday, December 7 in the 
Activity Center following the 

10:30 a.m. service. We invite everyone to come meet 
Mark, Melanie, Natalia and Noah and to share a 
meal of tacos. 
If you have any questions, please call Debbie Landry 
at 480-540-2726. 
 
Poinsettias for Christmas 
The holiday season is upon us and once again we will 
be delivering poinsettias to shut ins.  
Help is needed to remove 
the poinsettias from the 
sanctuary and in delivering 
them. If you can help please 
contact Barb Freeman at 
480-656-1655 or email her 
at mistyfrmn@cox.net. 
Thank you  
and  
Merry Christmas! 
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Your  Christmas Shopping Can Benefit 
Wesley Center 
Did you know that the General Council on Finance 
and Administration of the Methodist church has 
created a shopping site that can benefit our 
Methodist missions? It’s called UMCmarket. 
Simply visit the  site www.umcmarket.org, sign up 
and designate Wesley as the charity you want to 
support. It’s an easy way to get your shopping done 
while supporting a worthwhile organization. 
 
Volunteers Needed 
We need a couple more volunteers for the sound 
booth as camera operators, and to create slides for 
Sunday morning worship. We will provide training.   
If you have an interest in any of these areas please 
call the office during business hours at 480-838-7309.  
 
Prayer List -  Please include these members of 
our St. Matthew family in your prayers: Cottington 
family, Rosemary James and family, Andy Lim, 
Schmitt family, Darci Spears, Dan Turner family and 
Audrey Whitehurst. 
If you have a prayer request, please fill out one of 
the prayer cards found in the pew and place it in the 
offering plate. You can also email requests to 
office@stmatthewmesa.org.  Names will stay on the 
list for three weeks unless your prayer request is 
renewed. If you need confidential, personal care, this 
church can provide you with a Stephen Minister.  
 
Monthly Prayer for Churches in October                             
You are encouraged to pray for the churches, pastors 
and ministries of the Central East District of the 
Desert Southwest Conference. The churches have 
been divided by the months for the Appointment 
Year beginning in July 2014.     
Gold Canyon UMC 
Grace UMC, Mesa 
Journey UMF, Maricopa 
Living Water UMF, Gilbert 
 
Sympathy 
Sympathy to Rosemary 
James and family for the 
passing for her husband,     
Dr. Aaron  E. James Sr. on 
November 20, 2014. 
 
 
 

Adopt-A-Family Christmas Food Box 
St. Matthew Sunday School is collecting food for each 
family adopted this year. One food box will feed a family of 
4 people for 3 days. Any contributions will be greatly 
appreciated! Please do not bring perishable items. All 
donations need to be brought to church by Sunday, 
December 14. Please see the bulletin boards for a list of 
items needed for each box.  

 

St. Matthew Adopt-A-Family Christmas 
Angels Needed 
This program is sponsored 
by Sunday School.  We’d 
like to help families at 
Wesley Center,  UMOM and 
those in our local 
community have a blessed 
Christmas. You, Christmas 
angels, can bring God’s 
love to these families and 
help make it a bright holiday 
for them. Please bring food, hygiene items, and select an 
angel from the tree and bring your donations to church by 
Sunday, December 14. Make sure the angel  tag you 
selected is attached to your wrapped package. We plan 
to deliver gifts on December 16. Contact Marsha if you 
need more details. Thank you, Christmas angels! 

 

Annual All Church Conference 
All Church Conference is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 6 at 9:00 a.m.  
We will meet in the Youth room, D23-24.                               
The agenda includes: 

 The election Local Church Officers as presented by the 

Leadership Development and Nomination Committee. 
Some of these persons must be elected by separate 
vote and some can be elected by acceptance of the 
report. 

 We will elect the Lay Member(s) to Annual Conference 

(they may have been elected in a prior year for a prior 
year for a given term and will not be re-elected). 

 We will receive the Pastor’s Interim Report of 

membership. (Final report is due at year’s end). 

 We will set the salaries of appointed pastors.                                                                            

As you can see the agenda is small so the meeting should 
not take very long. 
 

Church Medical Supply Equipment 
St. Matthew UMC has medical equipment that is 
loaned out to church members when they are in 
need of wheelchairs, walkers, canes, etc. These items 
need to be checked out through the office by 
completing a form. Should you have equipment 
being used at your home currently please call the 
office at 480-838-7309. Thank you so much. 
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Christmas Butter Cookie Cutouts 
A Christmas classic! Royal icing is piped onto tender 

butter cookies for a timeless treat. 
Ingredients                                                                 
3/4 cup butter, softened 
3/4 cup granulated sugar 
1 egg 
1 tablespoon finely grated lemon peel 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 
2 1/2 cups Gold Medal all purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
Royal Icing 
3 cups powdered sugar 
2 tablespoons meringue powder 
5 teaspoons lemon juice 
4 to 5 tablespoons water 
Decorations 
Betty Crocker colored sugars and candy sprinkles 
Directions                                                         
1. In large bowl, beat butter and granulated sugar 
with electric mixer on medium speed until creamy. 
On low speed, beat in egg, lemon peel and 2 
tablespoons lemon juice. Stir in flour, baking soda 
and salt until well blended.                                                                   
 
2. Divide dough into 4 parts; flatten each part into 
1/2-inch-thick round. Wrap each in waxed paper or 
plastic wrap; refrigerate 30 minutes.  
 
3. Heat oven to 350°F. Remove 1 round of dough at 
a time from refrigerator. Between sheets of floured 
waxed paper or plastic wrap, roll dough until 1/4 to 
3/8 inch thick. Cut with 3-inch cookie cutters in 
various shapes. On ungreased cookie sheets, place 
cutouts 1 inch apart.  

4. Bake 10 to 12 minutes or just until edges are 
golden. Cool on cookie sheets about 1 minute before 
removing to cooling rack. To make cookies for 
hanging, using a toothpick or end of plastic straw, 
carefully poke a hole in the top of each cookie while 
cookies are still hot. Cool 10 to 15 minutes before 
frosting.  

5. In medium bowl, stir together powdered sugar 
and meringue powder. Stir in 5 teaspoons lemon 
juice and enough of the 4 to 5 tablespoons water to 
make a thin icing. Transfer 1/2 cup of the icing into 
small bowl; set aside. Using a flexible pastry brush, 
paint cookies to the edges with icing. Place on 
cooling rack to dry completely, about 30 minutes.    

6. Beat reserved icing with electric mixer on high 
speed 5 to 7 minutes or until peaks form. Place in 
small resealable food-storage plastic bag; cut a very 
small hole in the bottom of the bag with the plain 
white icing. Squeeze icing onto glazed cookies. 
Before icing dries, sprinkle with decorations, and tap 
off excess. Dry thoroughly on cooling rack. Thread 
cookies with narrow ribbon for hanging. 

Experts Tip 
These cookies store well. Once frostings are set 
(including the decorations), place into a firm tin or 
plastic container and freeze. They can be kept up to 
2 months. 
 
Volunteer 
Webmaster 
Needed 
St. Matthew 
Communications 
committee is  
looking for 
someone who is 
qualified to be our 
Webmaster.  
If you would be interested in this voluntary position 
please contact Marion at 480-284-9963 or 
communications@stmatthewmesa.org.  
Please consider prayerfully how you can help us to 
keep our web presence and continue to show God’s 
love to the world through this ministry. 
 

Merry Christmas to All 

I Said A Mother's Prayer For You  
I said a Mother's Day prayer for you 

to thank the Lord above 

for blessing me with a lifetime 

of your tenderhearted love.  

I thanked God for the caring 

you've shown me through the years, 

for the closeness we've enjoyed 

in time of laughter and of tears.  

And so, I thank you from the heart 

for all you've done for me 

and I bless the Lord for giving me 

the best mother there could be!  

Author Unknown  

 

http://www.bettycrocker.com/recipes/porcelain-cookies/b929873f-0f36-4827-9d87-78af87f8eab8
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December Calendar 
December Repeat Events: 
Monday, Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Communicator & e-Communicator 
Submissions Deadline 8:00 a.m. 
Emmaus Sisters, 5:30 p.m. B12 
Hands of Praise, 6:00 p.m. D23-24 
853 Boy Scouts, 6:30 p.m. AC, C6/7 
853 Cub Scouts, 6:30 p.m. D22, D25 
Beginner Bells, 6:30 p.m. Sanctuary 
Childcare, 6:45 p.m. Nursery 
Bells of Joy, 7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 
Bible Studies, 7:00 p.m. B11, B13, B14 
Praise Tambourine 7:30 p.m. D23/24 
 

Tuesday,  Dec. 2, 9, 16, 30  
Childcare, 6:45 p.m. Nursery 
Pills Anonymous, 7:00 pm all B bldg. 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 3, 10, 17, 31   
Cheeseburgers, 5:45 p.m. AC, Kitchen 
Hands of Joy Choir, 6:00 p.m. Chapel 
Youth Bible Study, 6:00 p.m. D23-24 
Cherub Choir, 6:15 p.m. C1 
Childcare, 6:15 p.m. Nursery  
Putting God 1st AA, 7:00 p.m. C6/7  
The Sanctuary Choir, 7:30 p.m. WC 
 

Thursday, Dec. 4, 11, 18,    
Women’s Bible Study, 6:00 a.m. D23-24 
Men’s Bible Study, 6:30 a.m. Coco’s 
Korean Women Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. B11 
Pastor’s Bible Study, 9:30 a.m. D23/24 
Cool Hands Choir, 6:00 p.m. D22 
 

Friday, Dec. 5, 12, 19, 26  
Praise Band, 5:30 p.m. AC 
Jade Moon Wushu, 7:45 p.m. AC 
 

Saturday, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Praise Band, 11:00 a.m. AC 
Jade Moon Wushu, 2:00 p.m. AC 
AZ Messianic Dance, 6:00 p.m. AC 
Putting God 1st AA, 7:00 p.m. C6/7 
 

Sunday,  Dec. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Childcare for services, 8:30 a.m. N 
Prayer Meeting, 8:40 a.m. Chapel 
Jesus’ Jumpstarts, Ages 3-5, 9 a.m. C3 
God’s Kids, Gr. K-3, 9:00 a.m. D22 
Jesus Rock Star, Gr. 4-6, 9:00 am D25 
Traditional Worship, 9:00 a.m. WC 
Children's Church, 10:30 a.m. C2/3 
Contemporary Worship, 10:30 am. AC 
Disciples Adult SS, 10:30 a.m. D23/24 
Searchers Adult SS, 10:30 a.m. B11 
841 Girl Scout, 2:30 p.m. D25 
AZ Messianic Dance, 3:00 p.m. AC 
Putting God 1st AA, 7:00 p.m. C6/7 

Other December Events: 
Tuesday, Dec. 2 
HOV Grief Group, 6:00 p.m. C2/3 
UMW Unit Meeting, 6:00 p.m. AC 
UMW Christmas Party, 7:00 p.m. AC 
 
Thursday, Dec. 4 
Alzheimer’s Out Reach, 10:00 a.m. B12 
AZ Messianic Dance, 3:00 p.m. AC 
Childcare, 6:15 p.m. Nursery 
Parent Discussion, 6:30 p.m. D25 
Mission Committee, 6:30 p.m. B11 
Alzheimer’s Support 7:00 p.m. B12 
Worship Committee, 7:00 p.m. B13 
 
Friday, Dec 5 
Dr. James Sr. Funeral, 10:00 a.m. WC 
 
Saturday, Dec. 6 
Dist. Charge Conference Cluster 
Meeting, 9:00 a.m. D23-24 
Family History Society, 9:00 a.m. B11 
 
Sunday, Dec. 7 
Culbertson Luncheon, 11:45 a.m. AC, K 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 9 
Morning Glories, 9:00 a.m. Dobson’s 
Restaurant for Christmas breakfast 
Cuppa Natter, 7:00 p.m. Kuhlemeyer’s 
 
Thursday, Dec. 11   
AZ Messianic Dance, 6:00 p.m. AC 
Finance Comm., 6:00 p.m. D23/24  
Stephen Ministry, 7:00 p.m. B13 
 
Saturday, Dec. 13 
Childcare, 8:45 a.m. Nursery 
Sanctuary Choir Practice, 9:00 a.m. B14 
Trustees Meet, 8:30 a.m. D23-24 
Helping Hands, 9:00 a.m. C6-7 
AZ Messianic Dance, 6:00 p.m. AC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, Dec. 14 
“O Holy Child of Bethlehem” 
Cantata by The Sanctuary Choir      
9:00 a.m. WC 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 16 
HOV Grief Group, 6:00 p.m. C2/3 
Evangelism Committee, 6:00 p.m. D22 
Church Council, 6:30 p.m. D23/24 
Thursday, Dec. 18 
AZ Messianic Dance, 6:00 p.m. AC 
SPRC Meeting, 7:00 p.m. B13 
 
Saturday, Dec. 20 
Poinsettia Plants, 8:00 a.m. WC, AC 
853 Cub Scouts, 5:00 p.m. C2-3 
AZ Messianic Dance, 6:00 p.m. AC 
 
Sunday, Dec. 21 
Childcare, 2:30 p.m. Nursery 
Hands of Joy Concert, 3:00 p.m. WC 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 24  
Christmas Eve - Office Closed 
Children’s Program, 5:30 p.m. WC 
Contemporary Service, 7:30 p.m. AC 
Old Fashion Service, 9:00 p.m. WC 
Candle Light Service, 11:00 p.m. WC 
 
Thursday, Dec. 25 
Christmas Day - Office Closed 

Saturday, Dec. 27  
AZ Messianic Dance, 6:00 p.m. AC 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

AC: Activity Center; B: Music & Adult Ed. Bldg; C: Activity Center bldg;  
D: Youth Ed. Bldg; K: Kitchen; N: Nursery;  

WC: Worship Center (Sanctuary)  
For the most up-to-date calendar, visit www.stmatthewmesa.org.  

To schedule an event, contact the church office 



St. Matthew  
United Methodist Church 
2540 West Baseline Road 

Mesa, AZ 85202-5403 
 

Office Hours 
Monday -Thursday  
8:30 a.m. - Noon 

1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Friday 

Office Closed 
 

Tel: (480) 838-7309/838-7311 
Fax: (480) 838-7354 
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Our Mission 
We are called… to be a visible witness of the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God and 
the power of the Holy Spirit by providing a welcoming, caring, inclusive church home in 
the community for Christians of all ages as they live, grow and serve in their faith. 
 

St. Matthew United Methodist Church 

Dated Material 

Deliver Promptly 

Articles for January Mustard Seed Due: December 15, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. 
e-mail to mustardseed@stmatthewmesa.org or leave in the office mail box.    

(If you have photos to support your article please include them.)      
Please notify the church office if you do not want to receive the monthly newsletter                                                                         

or call the office at 480-838-7309 or email: office@stmatthewmesa.org.                 

 
 

9:00 a.m.  
Traditional Worship 

 in the Worship Center, 
Sunday School for children  

 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Contemporary Worship  

with Communion  
 in the Activity Center, 

Sunday School for children 
 
 

Please call the church office if you 
need assistance with transportation 
to Sunday worship. We will help to 

coordinate ride-shares  
(480) 838-7309. 

 
Please join us for fellowship time 

on the patio after worship. 

The Head of the church is the Lord Jesus Christ.  
The Ministers of this church are its members.  

Those who assist them are: 

Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata Bishop@umoi.org Resident Bishop 

Rev. Michael Eaton  michael@stmatthewmesa.org Pastor 
480-390-7209 

Rev. James Ek jim@stmatthewmesa.org Associate Pastor 
602-377-9434 

Gordon Gauss g_gauss@hotmail.com Stephen Ministries 
480-234-2330 

Marsha Lehman marsha@stmatthewmesa.org Sunday School Coordinator 
480-993-3907 

Evelynne Showers Evie@stmatthewmesa.org Office Manager/Design Publication, 
Nursery Coordinator  480-838-7309   

Michael Isaksen isettled@cox.net Custodian 
480-963-0722 

Ted Bachelder ted@stmatthewmesa.org Director of Music Ministries 
480-292-4165  

Mark Culbertson mark@stmatthewmesa.org Director of Youth Ministries 
480-862-3601 


